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A  Utter  to  Governor  Henry,  of  Maryland, 

Philadelphia,  December  31ft,  1797. 
DEAR  SIR,  J: 

J3(1_R.  Tazewell  has  communicated  to  me  the  en- 
quiries you  have  been  fo  kind  as  to  make,  relative  to 
a  paflage  in  the  Notes  on  Virginia,  which  has  late- 
ly excited  iome  newfpaper  publications.  I  feel, 
with  great  fenfibility,  the  intereft  you  take  in  this 
bufinefs,  and  with  pleafure,  go  into  explanations 
with  one  whofe  objects  I  know  to  be  truth  and  juf- 
tice  alone.  Had  Mr.  Martin  thought  proper  to 
fuggeft  to  me,  that  doubts  might  be  entertained  of 
the  tranfaclion  refpeding  Logan,  as  dated  in  the 
Notes  on  Virginia,  and  to  enquire  on  what  grounds 
that  ftatement  was  founded,  I  fhould  have  felt  my- 
felf  obliged  by  the  enquiry,  have  informed  him 
candidly  of  the  grounds,  and  cordially  have  co- 
operated in  every  means  of  investigating  the  facl, 
and  correcting  whatfoever  in  it  mould  be  found  to 
have  been  erroneous.  But  he  chofe  to  ftep  at  once 
into  the  newfpapers,  and  in  his  publications  there 
and  the  letters  he  wrote  to  rue,  adopted  a   flyle 

which 
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which  forbade  the  refpecl  of  an  anfwer.  Sen- 
fible,  however,  that  no  acl  of  his  could  abfolve  me 
from  the  juftice  due  to  others,  as  foon  as  I  found 
that  the  ftory  of  Logan  could  be  doubted,  I  deter- 
mined to  enquire  into  it  as  accurately  as  the  tefti- 
mony  remaining,  after  a  lapfe  of  twenty  odd  years, 
would  permit,  and  that  the  refult  mould  be  made 
known,  either  in  the  firft  new  edition  which  mould 
be  printed  of  the  Notes  on  Virginia,  or  by  publifh- 
ing  an  appendix.  I  thought  that  fo  far  as  that 
work  had  contributed  to  impeach  the  memory  of 
Crefap,  by  handing  on  an  erroneous  charge,  it  was 
proper  it  fhould  be  made  the  vehicle  of  retributi- 
on. Not  that  I  was  at  all  the  author  of  the  inju- 
ry. I  had  only  concurred,  with  thoufands  and 
thoufands  of  others,  in  believing  a  tranfaclion  on 
authority  which  merited  refpecl.  For  the  ftory  of 
Logan  is  only  repeated  in  the  Notes  on  Virginia, 
precifely  as  it  had  been  current  for  more  than  a  do- 
zen years  before  they  were  publifhed.  When  Lord 
Dunmore  returned  from  the  expedition  againd  the 
Indians,  in  1774,  he  and  his  officers  brought  the 
fpeech  of  Logan,  and  related  the  circumftances  con- 
nected with  it.  Thefe  were  fo  affecting,  and  the  fpeech 
itfelf  fo  fine  a  morfel  of  eloquence,  that  it  became 
the  theme  of  every  converfation,  in  Williamfburgh 
particularly,  and  generally,  indeed,  wherefoever 
any  of  the  officers  refided  or  reforted.  I  learned 
it  in  Williaeafburgh ;  I  believe  at  lord  Dunmore's ; 
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and  I  find  in  my  pocket-book  of  that  year  (I774) 
an  entry  of  the  narrative,  as  taken  from  the  mouth 
of  fome  perfon,  whofe  name,  however,  is  not  not- 
ed, nor  recollected,  precifely  in  the  words  ftated 
in  the  notes  on  Virginia.  The  fpeech  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Virginia  Gazette  of  that  time  (I 
have  it  myfelf  in  the  volume  of  gazettes  of  that 
year)  and  though  in  a  flyle  by  no  means  elegant, 
yet  it  was  fo  admired,  that  it  flew  through  all 
the  public  papers  of  the  continent,  and  through 
the  magazines  and  other  periodical  publicati- 
ons of  Great  Britain ;  and  thofe  who  were  boys 
at  that  day  will  now  atteft,  that  the  fpeech  of  Lo- 
gan ufed  to  be  given  them  as  a  fchool  exercife 
for  repetition.  It  was  not  till  about  thirteen  or 
fourteen  years  after  the  newfpaper  publications, 
that  the  Notes  on  Virginia  were  published  in  A- 
merica.  Combating,  in  thefe,  the  contumelious  the- 
ory of  certain  European  writers,  whofe  celebrity 
gave  currency  and  weight  to  their  opinions,  that 
our  country,  from  the  combined  effecls  of  foil  and 
climate,  degenerated  animal  nature,  in  the  gene- 
ral, and  particularly  the  moral  faculties  o(  man, 
I  considered  the  fpeech  of  Logan  as  an  apt  proof  of 
the  contrary,  and  ufed  it  as  fuch  ;  and  I  copied, 
verbatim,  the  narrative  I  had  taken  down  in  1774, 
and  the  fpeech  as  it  had  been  given  us  in  a  better 
tranflation  by  lord  Dunmore.  I  knew  nothing  of 
the  Crefaps,  and  could  not  poflibly  have  a  motive 

to 
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to  do  them  an  injury  with  defign.  I  repeated 
what  thoufands  had  done  before,  on  as  good  autho- 
rity as  we  have  for  moft  of  the  facts  we  learn 
through  life,  and  fuch  as,  to  this  moment,  I  have 
feen  no  reafon  to  doubt.  That  any  body  ques- 
tioned it,  was  never  fufpecled  by  me,  till  I  faw 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Martin  in  the  Baltimore  paper. 
I  endeavoured  then  to  recoiled  who  among  my 
cotemporaries,  of  the  fame  circle  of  fociety,  and 
confequently  of  the  fame  recollections,  might  frill 
be  alive.  Three  and  twenty  years  of  death  and  dif- 
perfion  had  left  very  few.  I  remembered,  howe- 
ver, that  general  Gibfon  was  (till  living,  and  knew 
that  he  had  been  the  tranflator  of  the  fpeech.  I 
wrote  to  him  immediately.  He,  in  anfwer,  de- 
clares to  me,  that  he  was  the  very  perfon  fent  by 
lord  Dunmore  to  the  Indian  town;  that,  after  he 
tad  delivered  his  meflage  there,  Logan  took  him 
outttfa  neighbouring  wood;  fat  down  with  him, 
■and  fehearfing,  with  tears,  the  cataftrophe  of  his 
family,  gave  him  that  fpeech  for  lord  Dunmore  ; 
that  he  carried  it  to  lord  Dunmore;  tranilated  it 
tor  him;  has  turned  to  it  in  the  Encyclopedia,  as 
taken  from  the  Notes  on  Virginia,  and  finds  that 
it  was  his  translation  I  had  ufed,  with  only  two  or 
three  verbal  variations  of  no  importance.  Thefe, 
I  fuppofe,  had  arifen  in  the  courfe  of  fuccefiive 
copies.  I  cite  general  Gibfon's  letter  by  memory, 
not  having  it  with  me  ;  but  I  am  fure  I  cite  it  fub- 
itantially  right.  It  ellablifhes  unquestionably,  that 
the  fpeech  of  Logan  is  genuine  ,*    and  that  being 

eftablHhed 
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eftablifhed,    it  is    Logan   himfelf  who   is   author 
of  all   the    important    fads.     "  Colonel  Crefap, 
M  fays  he,  in  cold  blood  and  uprovoked,  murder- 
44  ed  all  the  relations  of  Logan,    not  fparing  even 
11  my  women  and  children.  There  runs  not  a  drop 
41  of  my  blood  in  the  veins  of  any  living  creature." 
The  perfon  and  the  facl,  in  all  its  material  circum- 
ltances,  are  here  given  by  Logan  himfelf.    Gene- 
ral Gibfon,  indeed,  fays,  that  the  title  was  miftak- 
en;  that  Crefap  was  a  captain,  and  not  a  colonel. 
This  was  Logan's  miftake.     He  alfo  obferveS,  that 
it  wason  the  Ohio,  and  not  on  the  Kanhawayitfelf, 
that  his  family  was  killed.    This  is  an  error  which 
has  crept  into  the  traditionary  account ;  but  furely 
of  little  moment  in  the  moral  view  of  the  fubjecl. 
The  material  queftion  is  ;  was  Logan's  fami^rrbur- 
dered,  and  by  whom  ?  That  it  was  murdered  ha1? 
not,  I  believe,   been  denied  ;  that  it  was  by  brie 
of  the  Crefaps,  Logan  affirms.     This  is  a  quelfidh 
which  concerns  the  memories  of  Logan  and  Cre- 
fap ;  to  the  iflue  of  which  I  am  as  indifferent  as 
if  I  had  never  heard  the  name  of  either.     I  have 
begun  and  (hall  continue  to  enquire  into  the  evi- 
dence additional  to  Logan's,  on  which  the  fact  wa£ 
founded.     Little,    indeed,  can  now  be  heard  of, 
and  that  little  difperfed  and  diftant.     If  it  fhali 
appear  on  enquiry,  that  Logan  has  been  wrong  in 
charging  Crefap  with  the  murder  of  his  family,  I 
will  do  juftice  to  the  memory  of  Crefap,  as  far  as 
I  have  contributed  to  the  injury,  by  believing  and 
repeating  what  others  had  believed  and  repeated 

before 
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before  rne.  If,  on  die  other  hand,  I  find  that  Lo- 
gan was  right  in  his  charge,  I  will  vindicate,  as  far 
as  my  fuffrage  may  go,  the  truth  of  a  Chief,  whofe 
talents  and  misfortunes  have  attached  to  him  the 
refpect  and  commiferation  of  the  world. 

I  have  gone,  my  dear  Sir,  into  this  lengthy  de- 
tail to  fatisfy  a  mind,  in  the  candour  and  rectitude 
of  which  I  have  the  higheft  confidence.  So  far  as 
you  may  incline  to  ufe  the  communication  for 
rectifying  the  judgments  of  thofe  who  are  willing 
to  fee  things  truly  as  they  are,  you  are  free  to  ufe 
it.  But  I  pray  that  no  confidence  which  you  may 
repofe  in  any  one,  may  induce  you  to  let  it  go  out 
of  your  hands,  fo  as  to  get  into  a  newfpaper.  A- 
gainft  a  contefi  in  that  field  I  am  entirely  decided.  I 
feel  extraordinary  gratification,  indeed,  in  addref- 
fing  this  letter  to  you,  with  whom  (hades  of  differ- 
ence in  political  fentiment  have  not  prevented  the 
interchange  of  good  opinion,  nor  cut  off  the 
friendly  offices  of  fociety  and  good  correfpond- 
ence.  This  political  tolerance  is  the  more  valued 
by  me,  who  confider  focial  harmony  as  the  firfl  of 
human  felicities,  and  the  happieft  moments,  thofe 
which  are  given  to  the  efYufions  of  the  heart.  Ac- 
cept them  fincerely,  I  pray  you,  from  one  who 
has  the  honor  to  be,  with  fentiments  of  high  ref- 
pect and  attachment, 

Jdear  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 

And  mojl  humble  fervani \ 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON,. 
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HE  Notes  on  Virginia  were  written,  in  Virgi- 
nia, in  the  years  1781  and  1782,  in  anfwer  to  cer- 
tain queries  propofed  to  me  by  Monf.  de  Marbois, 
then  fecretary  of  the  French  legation  in  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  a  manufcript  copy  was  delivered 
to  him.     A  few  copies,  with  fome  additions,  were 
afterwards,   in  1784,  printed  in  Paris,  and  given 
tb  particular  friends.      In  fpeaking  of  the  animals 
of  America,  the  theory  of  M.  de  Buffon,  the  Abbe 
Ravnal,  and  others,  orefented  itfelf  to  confideraci- 
on.     They  have  fuppofed  that  there  is  fomething 
ra  the  foil,  climate  and  other  circumftances  of  A- 
merica,  which  occafions  animal  nature  to  degene- 
rate, not  excepting  even  the  man,  native  or  adop- 
tive, phyficai  or  moral.    This  theory,  fo  unfound- 
ed and  degrading  to  one  third  of  the  globe,  was 
Called  to  the  bar  of  (ad  and  reafon.     Among  other 
proofs  adduced  in  contradiction  of  this  hypothecs, 
the  lpeech  of  Logan,  an  Indian  chief,  delivered  to 
lord  Dunmore  in  1774,  was  produced,  as  a  fpeci- 
men  of  the  talents  of  the  aboriginals  of  this  country,,' 
and  particularly  of  their  eloquence;  and  it  was  be- 
lieved that  Europe  had  never  prjduced  any  thing 
fuperior  to  this  mqrfel  of  eloquence.     In  order  to 
B  make 
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make  it  intelligible  to  the  reader,  the  tranfaciion* 
on  which  it  was  founded,  was  ftated,  as  it  had  been 
generally  related  in  America  at  the  time,  and  as  I 
had  heard  it  myfelf,  in  the  circle  of  lord  Dunmore, 
and  the  officers  who  accompanied  him  :  and  the 
fpeech  itfelf  was  given  as  it  had,  ten  years  before  the 
printing  of  that  book,  circulated  in  the  newfpapers 
through  all  the  then  colonies,  through  the  maga- 
zines of  Great-Britain,  and  periodical  publications 
of  Europe.  For  three  and  twenty  years  it  patted 
uncontradicted;  nor  was  it  ever  fufpecled  that  it 
even  admitted  contradiction.  In  1797  however, 
for  the  fir  ft  time,  not  only  the  whole  tranfaclion 
refpecling  Logan  was  affirmed  in  the  public  papers 
to  be  falfe,  but  the  fpeech  itfelf  fuggefted  to  be  a 
forgery,  and  even  a  forgery  of  mine,  to  aid  me  in 
proving  that  the  man  of  America  was  equal  in  body 
and  in  mind,  to  the  man  of  Europe.  But  where* 
fore  the  forgery?  Whether  Logans  or  mine,  it 
would  Mill  have  been  American.  I  (hould  indeed 
confuit  my  own  fame  if  the  fuggeftion,  that  this 
fpeech  is  mine,  were  fuffered  to  be  believed.  He 
would  have  a  juft  right  to  be  proud  who  could  with 
truth  claim  that  compofition.  But  it  is  none  of 
mine  ;   and  I  yield  it  to  whom  it  is  due. 

On  feeing  then  that  this  tranfaclion  was  brought 
into  queftion,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  make  parti- 
cular enquiry  into  kg  foundation.    It  was  the  more 

my 
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my  duty,  as  it  was  alledged  that,  by  afcribing  to  art 
individual  therein  named,   a  participation  in  the 
murder  of  Logan's  family,   I  had  done  an  injury 
to  his  character,  which  it  had  not  deferved,     I  had 
no  knowledge  perfonally  of  that  individual.    I  had 
no  reafon  to  aim  an  injury  at  him.     I  only  repeat- 
ed what  I  had  heard  from  others,  and  what  thou- 
lands  had  heard  and  believed  as  well  .as  myfelf; 
and  which  no  one  indeed,  till  then,  had  been  known 
to  queftion.     Twenty  three  years  had  now  elapfed, 
fince  the  tranfaction  took  place-.     Many  of  thofe 
acquainted  with  it  were  dead,  and  the  living  dif- 
perfed  to  very  diftant  parts  of  the  earth.      Few  of 
them,  were  even  known  to  me.     To  thofe  however 
of  whom  I  knew,  I  made  application  by  letter.; 
and  fome  others,  moved  by  a  regard  for  truth  and 
juftice,  were  kind  enough   to  come   forward,   of 
themfelves,  with  their  teftimony.    Thefe  fragments 
cf  evidence,  the  fmall  remains  of  a  mighty  mafs 
which  time  hasconfumed,  are  here  preferred  to  the 
public*  in  the  form  of  letters,  certificates,  or  affida- 
vits, as  they  came  to  me.     I  have  rejected  none  of 
thefe  forms,  nor  required  other  folemnities  from 
thofe  whofe  motives  and  characters  were  pledges  of 
their  truth.    Hiftorical  tranfactions  are  deemed  to 
be  well  vouched  by  the  fimple  declarations  of  thofe 
who  have  borne  a  part  in  them;  and  efpecially  of 
perfons  having   no  intereft  to  falfify  or  disfigure 

them.     The  world  will  now  fee  whether  they,  or 
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1,  have  injured Crefap,  bv  believing  Login's  cli  a  rgfe 

againft  him:  and  they  will  decide  between  Logan 
and  Crefap,  whether  Crefap  was  innocent,  and  Lo- 
gan a  calumniator  ? 

In  order  that  the  reader  may  have  a  clear  con- 
ception of  the  tranfactions,  to  which  the  different 
parts  of  the  following  declarations  refer,  he  mufl 
take  notice  that  they  eitablifh  four  different  mur- 
ders.    1.  Of  two  Indians,  a  little  above  Wheeling. 

2.  Of  others  at  Grave  Creek,  among  whom  were 
fome  of  Logan's  relations.  3.  The  maiTacre  it 
Baker's  bottom,  on  the  Ohio,  oppofite  the  mouth 
of  YellowCreek,  where  were  o?her  relations  of  Lo- 
ran.  4.  Of  thofe  killed  at  the  fame  place,  com- 
ing in  canoes  to  the  relief  of  their  friends.  I  place 
the  numbers  l,  2,  3,  4,  againil  certain  paragiaphs 
of  the  evidence,  to  indicate  the  particular  murder 
to  which  the  paragraph  relates,  and  prefent  alio  a 
fmall  fKetch  or  mnp  of  the  principal  fcenes  of  theft 
butcheries,  for  their  more  ready  comprehenfion. 

Extract- 
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Ext  rail  of  a  Letter  from  the  honour ahle  Judge  Innes  of 
Frankfort  in  Kentucky  to  thom/»s  Jefferson  -,  dated 
Kentucky,  near  Frankfort.     March  zd,   1 799. 

I  recoiled  to  have  feen  Logan's  fpeech  in  1775, 
in  one  of  the  public  prints.  That  Logan  concei- 
ved Crefap  to  be  the  author  of  the  murder  at 
Yellow  Creek,  it  is  in  my  power  to  give,  perhaps, 
a  more  particular  information,  than  any  other 
perfon  you  can  apply  to. 

In  17  74 1  lived  inFincafile  county,  now  divided 
into  Wafhington,  Montgomery  and  part  of  Wythe. 
Being  intimate  in  Coi.  Prefton's  family,  I  happen- 
ed in  July  to  be  at  his  houfe,  when  an  Exprefs  was 
fent  to  him  as  the  County  Lieut,  requeuing  a 
guard  of  the  militia  to  be  ordered  out  for  the  pro- 
t eel  ion  of  the  inhabitants  reiiding  low  down  on  the 
north  fork  of  fTolilon  river.  The  Exprefs  brought 
with  him  a  War  Ciub,  and  a  note  which  was  left 
tied  to  it  at  the  houfe  of  one  Robertfon,  whofe  fa- 
mily were  cut  off  by  the  Indians,  and  gave  rife  for 
the  application  to  Col.  Prefton,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy,  then  taken  by  me  in  my  me- 
morandum book. 

41  Captain  Crefap, 

What  did  you  kill  my  people  on  Yellow  Creek 
"  for  ?  The  white  people  killed  my  kin,  at  Concf- 
"  toga,    a  great  while  ago  ;  and  I  thought  nothing 

"of 
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41  of  that.   But  you  killed  my  kin  again,  on  Yellow- 

il  Creek,  and  took  my  Coufin  Prifoner.     Then    I 

11  thought  I   muft  kill  too  ;  and  I   have  been  three 

"  times  to  war  (ince  ;   but  the  Indians  are  not  an- 

46  grv:  only  myfelf." 

Captain  JOHN  LOG  AN. 
July  2ijiy  1774. 

With  great  refpe3,  I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

your  rnojl  obedient  fervant, 

HARRY  INNuS. 


Allegeney  County,  fs.    7 
State  ofPennfylvania.    } 

Before  me  the  Subfcriber,  ajuftice  of  the  peace  hi 
and  for  faid  county,  perfonaliy  appeared  John  Gib- 
fon,  Efquire,  an  atTociate  Judge  of  fame  county, 
who  being  duly  fworn  depofeth  and  faith  that  he 
traded  with  the  Shawnefe  and  other  tribes  of  In- 
dians then  fettled  on  the  Siota  in  the  year  1773, 
and  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1774,  and  that 
in  the  month  of  April  of  the  fame  year,  he  left 
the  fame  Indian  towns,  and  came  to  this  place,  in 
order  to  procure  fome  goods  and  provifions,  that 
he  remained  here  only  a  few  days,  and  then  {ei 
out  in  company  with  a  certain  Alexander  Blaine 
and  M.  Elliot  by  water  to  return  to  the  towns 
on  Siota,  and  that  one  evening  as  they  were  drif- 
ting in  their  Canoes  near  the  Long  Reach  on  the 
Ohio,  they  were  hailed   by  a   number  of  white 
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men  on  the  South  Weft  Shore,  who  requeued 
them  to  put  afliore,  as  they  had  difagreeable  news 
to  inform  them  of ;  that  we  then  landed  on  more  ; 
and  found  amongft  the  party,  a  Major  Angus 
M 'Donald  from  Weft  Chefter,  a  Doclor  Woods 
from  fame  place,  and  a  party  as  they  faid  of  150 
men.  We  then  aflced  the  news.  They  informed 
us  that  fome  of  the  party  who  had  been  taken  up, 
and  improving  lands  near  the  Big  Kanhawa  river, 
had  feen  another  party  of  white  men,  who  infor- 
med them  that  they  and  fome  others  had  fell  in  with 
a  party  of  Shawnefe,  who  had  been  hunting  on  the 
South  Weft  fide  of  the  Ohio,  that  they  had  killed 
the  whole  of  the  Indian  party,  that  and  the  others 
had  gone  acrofs  the  country  to  Cheat  river  with  the 
horfes  and  plunder,  the  confequence  of  which 
they  apprehended  would  be  an  Indian  War,  and 
that  they  were  flying  away.  On  making  enquiry 
of  them  when  this  murder  mould  have  happened, 
we  found  that  it  muft  have  been  fome  considerable 
time  before  we  left  the  Indian  towns,  and  that 
there  was  not  the  fmalleft  foundation  for  the  re- 
port, as  there  was  not  a  fingle  man  of  the  Shawnefe, 
but  what  returned  from  hunting  long  before  this 
mould  have  happened. 

We  then  informed  them  that  if  they  would  agree 
to  remain  at  the  place  we  then  were,  one  of  us 
would  go  to  Hock  Hockung  river  with  fome   of 

their 
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their  party,  where  we  fbould  find  fome  of  our  peo- 
ple making  Canoes,  and  that  if  we  did  not  find 
them  there,  we  might  conclude  that  every  thing 
was  not  right.  Doctor  Weed  and  another  perfon 
then  propofed  going  with  me  ;  the  reft  of  the  party 
feemed  to  agree,  but  laid  they  would  fend  and  con- 
iult  captain  Crefap  who  was  about  two  miles  from 
that  place.  They  lent  off  for  him,  and  during  the 
greateft  part  of  the  night  they  behaved  in  the 
molt  diforderly  manner,  threatening  to  kill  us,  and 
faying  the  damned  traders  were  worfe  than  the  In- 
dians and  ought  to  be  killed.  In  the  morning 
captain  Michael  Crefap  come  to  the  camp.  I  then 
gave  him  the  information  as  above  related.  They 
then  met  in  Council,  and  after  an  hour  or  more 
captain  Crefap  returned  to  me  and  informed  that 
he  could  not  prevail  on  them  to  adopt  the  propo- 
sal I  had  made  to  them,  that  as  he  had  a  great  regard 
for  captain  R.  Callender,  a  brother  in  law  of 
mine  with  whom  I  was  connecled  in  trade,  he  advi- 
fed  me  by  no  means  to  think  of  proceeding  any 
further,  as  he  was  convinced  the  prefent  party 
would  fall  on  and  kill  every  Indian  they  met  on 
the  river,  that  for  his  part  he  mould  not  continue 
with  them,  but  go  right  acrofs  the  country  to  Red- 
Stone  to  avoid  the  confequences.  That  we  then 
proceeded  to  Hocking  and  went  up  the  fame  to  the 
canoe   place,  where  we  found  our  people  at  work, 

and  after  fome  days  we  proceeded  to  the  towns  on 

Siota 
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Siofa  by  land.  On  our  arrival  there,  we  heard  of  the 
different  murders  committed  by  the  party  on  their 
way  up  the  Ohio. 

This  Deponent  further  faith  that  in  the  year 
1774,  he  accompanied  Lord  Dunmore  on  the  Ex- 
pedition againft  the  Shawnefe  and  other  Indians 
on  the  Siota,  that  on  their  arrival  within  15  Miles 
of  the  towns,  they  were  met  by  a  flag,  and  a  white 
man  of  the  name  of  Elliot,  who  informed  Lord 
Dunmore  that  the  Chiefs  of  the  Shawnefe  had 
fent  to  requeft  his  Lordfhip  to  halt  his  army 
and  fend  in  fome  perfon,  who  underftood  their 
language  ;  that  this  Deponent,  at  trie  requeft  of 
Lord  Dunmore  and  the  whole  of  the  officers  with 
him,  went  in ;  that  on  his  arrival  at  the  towns,  Lo- 
gan, the  Indian,  came  to  where  this  deponent  was 
fitting  with  the  Corn-Stalk,  and  the  other  chiefs 
of  the  Shawnefe,  and  afked  him  to  walk  out  with 
him  ;  that  they  went  intoacopfe  of  wood,  where 
they  fat  down,  when  Logan,  after  fhedding  abun- 
dance of  tears,  delivered  to  him  the  fpeech, 
nearly  as  related  by  Mr.  Jefferfon  in  his  notes 
on  the  State  of  Tirginia ;  that  he  the  Deponent 
told  him  then  that  it  was  not  Col.  CrefTap  who  had 
murdered  his  relations,  and  that  although  his  fon 
captain  Michael  Creflap  was  with  the  party  who 
killed  a  Shawnefe  chief  and  other  Indians,  yet  he 
was  not  prefent  when  his  relations  were  killed  at 
C  Baker's 
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Bakers,  near  the  mouth  of  Yellow  Creek  on  the 
Ohio  ;  that  this  Deponent  on  his  return  to  camp 
delivered  the  fpeech  to  Lord  Dunmore  ;  and  that 
the  murders  perpetrated  as  above  were  confidered 
as  ultimately  the  caufe  of  the  War  of  1774,  com- 
monly called  CrefTap's  war. 
:  Squorn  and  fubfcribed  the  /\th  April,    3 

l8©0,  at  Pitijburg,  before  me>         \        JOHN  GIBSON* 

JER.     BARKER. 


JSxtracJ  of  a  liter  from  Col.  EBENZER  ZANE>  to  the 
honourable  JOHN  BROWN,  ohe  of  the  Senators  in  Con- 
grefs from  Kentucky  5  dated  Wheelings  Feb.  4th,  1800. 

I  was  myfelf,  with  many  others,  in  the  practice 
of  making  improvements  on  lands  upon  the  Ohio, 
for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring   rights  to  the  fame. 
Being  on  the  Ohio  at  the  mouth  of  Sandy  Creek, 
in    company   with   many  others,  news  circulated 
that  the  Indians  had  robbed  fome  of  the  Land  job- 
bers.   This    news  induced  the  people  generally  to 
afcend    the  Ohio.     I  was   among  the    number. 
On  our  arrival  at  the  Wheeling,    being  informed 
that  there  were   two  Indians   with  fome   traders 
near  and  above  Wheeling,  a  proportion  was  made 
by  the  then  captain  Michael  Crefap  to  way  lay  and 
kill    the     Indians  upon  the    river.      This   mea- 
fure  I   oppofed    with  much     violence,   alledging 
that  the  killing  ofthofe   Indians    might  involve 
the  country   in  a  war.     But  the    oppofite    party 
prevailed,  and  proceeded  up  the  Ohio  with  cap- 
tain Crefap  at  their  head.  In 
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In  a  fhort  time  the  party  returned,  and  alfo  the 
traders,  in  a  canoe;  but  there  were  no  Indians 
in  the  company.  I  enquired  what  had  become 
of  the  Indians,  and  was  informed  by  the  traders 
and  Crefap's  party  that  they  had  fallen  overboard. 
I  examined  the  canoe,  and  faw  much  frefh  blood 
and  fome  bullet  holes  in  the  canoe.  This  fully 
convinced  me  that  the  party  had  killed  the  two  In- 
dians, and  thrown  them  into  the  river. 

2  On  the  afternoon  of  the  day  this  action  happen- 
ed, a  report   prevailed  that  there  was   a  camp,  or 
party  of   Indians    on    the  Ohio   below  and  near 
the  Wheeling..     In  confequence  of  this  informa- 
tion,  captain    Crefap  with  his    party,  joined    by 
a    number   of    recruits,    proceeded    immediately 
down  the  Ohio  for  the  purpofe,  as  was  then  gene- 
rally underftood,  of  defrroying  the  Indians   above 
mentioned.     On  the  fucceeding  day,  captain  Cre- 
fap and  his  party  returned  to  Wheeling,    and  it 
was  generally  reported  by  the  party  that  they  had 
killed  a  number  of  Indians.     Of  the  truth  of  this 
report  I   had  no  doubt,  as  one   of  Crefap's  party 
was  badly  wounded,  and  the  party  had  a  frefh  fcalp, 
and  a  quantity  of  property,  which  they  called  Indi- 
an plunder.  At  the  timeof  the  laft  mentioned  tranf- 
action,  it  was  generally  reported  rhat  the  party  of 
Indians  down  .the  Ohio  were  Logan  and  his  fami- 
ly ;  but  I  have  reafon  to  believe  that    this  report 
was  unfounded. 

3  Within  a  few  days  after  the   tranfaclion  above. 

mentioned* 
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mentioned,  a  party  of  Indians  were  killed  at  Yet-. 
low  Creek.  But  I  m  aft  do  the  memory  of  captain 
Crefap  the  juftice  to  fay  that  I  do  not  believe 
that  he  was  prefent  at  the  killing  of  the  Indians 
at  Yellow  Creek.  But  there  is  not  the  leaft  doubt 
in  my  mind,  that  the  maffacre  at  Yellow  Creek 
was  brought  on  \>y  the  two  tranfaclions  firft  Hated. 
All  the  transaftions,  which,  I  have  related  hap- 
pened in  the  latter  end  of  April  1774  :  and  there 
can  fcarcely  be  a  doubt  that  they  were  the  caufe 
of  the  war  which  immediately  followed,  commonly 
called  Dunmore's  War.. 

/  am  with  much  EJleem.y 
Tours,  &c. 

EBENEZER  ZANE. 


The  Certificate  of WILLIAM  HUSTON-  of  Wajliington  conn- 
tys  in  the  ftate  of  PewifyUania,  communicated  by  DAVID  RID. 
DICK,  Efquire,  Prothonotary  of-  WaJIiington  coitnty%  Fennfyl- 
•vania  ;  who  in  the  letter  inclofing  it  fays  *s  Mr.  WILLIAM 
HUSTON  ii  a  man  of  ejlablifoed  reputation  in  point  of  Inte- 
grity." 

I  william  huston  of  Wafhington  county,  in 
the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  do  hereby  certify  to 
whom  it  may  concern,  that  in  the  year  1774  I 
refided  at  Catfifhes  camp^  on  the  main  path  from 
Wheeling  to  Redftone  :  that  Michael  Crefap, 
who  refided  on.   or  near   the  Potowmac  river,  on 

bk 
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his  way  up  from  the  river  Ohio,  at  the  head  of  a 
party  of  armed  men,  lay  fome  time  at  my  cabbin. 

2  I  had  previoufly  heard  the  report  of  Mr.  Cre- 
fap  having  killed  fome  Indians,  faid  to  be  the 
relations  of  "  Logan"  an  Indian  Chief.  In  a  varie- 
ty of  converfations  with  feveral  of  Crefap's  party, 
they  boafted  of  the  deed  ;  and  that  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  their  chief.  They  acknowledged  they  had 
fired  firft  on  the  Indians.  They  had  with  them 
one  man  on  a  litter,  who  was  in  the  fkirmifh. 

I  do  further  certify  that,  from  what  I  learned 
from  the  party  the.mielves,  I  then  formed  the  o- 
pinion,  and  have  not  had  any  reafon  to  change 
the  opinion  fince,  that  the  killing,  on  the  part  of 

3  the  whites,  was  what  I  deem  the  groffeft  murder. 
I  further  certify  that  fome  of  the  party,  who  after- 
wards killed  fome  women  and  other  Indians  at 
Baker's  Bottom,  alfo  lay  at  my  cabbin,  on  their 
march  tothe  interior  part  of  the  country;  they  had 
with  them  a  little  girl,  whofe  life  had  been  fpar- 
ed  by  the  interference  of  fome  more  humane  than 
the  reft.  If  neceflary  I  will  make  affidavit  to  the 
above  to  be  true.  Certified  at  Wafhington,  this 
|3th  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini,  1 798. 

WILLIAM  HUSTON. 
The 
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The  Certificate  of  Jacob  New  land,  of  Shelby  County,  Kent- 
tucky,  communicated  by  the  Honorable  judge  Innes,  of  Ken- 
tucky, 

In  the  year  1 774,  I  lived  on  the  waters  of  Short 
Creek,  a  branch  of  the  Ohio,  ?2  miles  above 
Wheeling.  Sometime  in  June  or  July  of  that 
year,  capt.  Michael  Crefap  railed  a  party  of  men, 
and  came  out  under  col.  M'Daniel,  of  Hampshire 
County,  Virginia,  who  commanded  a  detachment 
againft  the  Wappotommaka  towns  on  the  Mu(k> 
inghum.  I  met  with  capt.  Crefap,  at  B.edltone 
fort,  and  entered  his  company.  Being  very  well  ac- 
quainted with  him,  we  converfed  freely;  and  he, 
among  other  converfations,  informed  me  feveral 
times  of  falling  in  with  fome  Indians  on  the  O- 
hio  fome  diftance  below  the  mouth  of  Yellow 
Creek,  and  killed  two  or  three  of  them  ;  and 
that  this  murder  was  before  that  of  the  Indi- 
ans by  Great-houfe  and  others,  at  Yellow  Creek. 
I  do  not  recoiled  the  reafon  which  capt.  Crefap 
affigned  for  committing  the  acl,  but  never  under- 
frood  that  the  Indians  gave  any  offence.  Certi- 
fied under  my  hand  this  15th  day  of  November, 
1799,  being  an  inhabitant  of  Shelby  county,  and 
State  of  Kentucky. 

JACOB  NEWLAND, 
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The  Certificate  of  John  Anderson,  a  merchant  in  Frederick- 
fburg,  Virginia;  communicated  by  Mann  Page,  Efq.  of  Mans- 
field,  near  Frederizkfourg,  -who,  in  the  letter  accompanying 
it,  Jays,  "  Mr.  John  Anderfon  has  for  many  years  pajl  been 
fettled  in  Frederickfourg,  in  the  mercantile  line,  I  have 
known  him  in  profperous  and  adverfe  fituations.  He  has  al- 
ways fliewn  the  greatefl  degree  ef  Equanimity,  his  honefiy 
and  veracity  are  unimpeachable.  Thefe  things  can  be  at- 
tefted  by  all  the  refpeftable  part  of  the  town  and  neighbor- 
hoed  of  Frede  rickfb  urg." 

Mr.  John  Anderfon,  a  merchant  in  Frederickf- 
bnrg,  fays,  that  in  the  year  1774,  being  a  trader 
in  the  Indian  country,  he  was  at  Pittfburg,  to 
which  place  he  had  a  cargo  brought  up  the  ri- 
ver in  a  boat  navigated  by  a  Delaware  Indian 
and  a  white  man.      That  on  their  return  down 

1  the  river,  with  a  cargo,  belonging  to  Meflrs.  But- 
ler, Michael  Crefap  fired  on  the  boat,  and  kil- 
led the  Indian,  after  which  two  men  of  the  name 

o  of  Gatewood  and  others  of  the  name  of  *  Tumble- 
flone,  who  lived  on  the  oppoftte  fide  of  the  river 
from  the  Indians,  with  whom  they  were  on  the 
mod  friendly  terms,  invited  a  party  of  them  to 
come  over  and  drink  with  them ;  and  that,  when 

ihe  Indians  were  drunk,  they  murdered  them  to  the 
^  number  of  fix,  among  whom  was  Logan^s  mother. 
That  five  other  Indians  uneafy  at  the  abfence  of 
their  friends,  came  over  the  river  to  enquire  af- 
ter them ;  when  they  were  fired  upon,   and  two 

were 

*  The  popular  pronunciation  of  Tomlinfon,  which  waa  the  real  name. 
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were  killed,  and  the  others  wounded.     This  wa§ 

the  origin  of  the  war. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  true  to  the  belt,  of  my 

recollection. 

JOHN  ANDERSON. 

Atteft. 

DAVID  BLAIR,  36th  June  1798. 


The  Depofition  of  James  Chambers,  communicated  by  David 
Riddick,  Efq.  Prothonotary  of  Wajhington  County,  Pennfyl- 
<vania,  who  in  the  letter  enclofing  it  (hews  that  he  entertains 
the  moft  perfect  confidence  in  the  truth  o/Mr.  Chambers. 

Wafliington  County,  fc. 

Perfonally  came  before  me  Samuel  Shannon* 
Efq.  one  of  the  Commonwealth  juftices  for  the 
County  of  Washington  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  James  Chambers,  who  being  fworn  ac- 
cording to  law,  depofeth  and  faith  that  in  the 
fpring  of  the  year  1774,  he  refided  on  the  fron- 
tiers near  Baker's  bottom  on  the  Ohio  :  that  he 
had  an  intimate  companion,  with  whom  he  fome- 

2  times  lived,  named  u  Edward  King:"  That  a  re- 
port reached  him  that  Michael  Crefap  had  killed 
ibtne  Indians  near  Grave  Creek,  friends  to  an 

3  Indian,  known  by  the  name  of  "  Logan :"  That 
other  of  his  friends,  following  down  the  river, 
having  received  intelligence,  and  fearing  to  pro- 
ceed, left  Crefap  might  fall  in  with  them,  en- 
camped near  the  mouth  of  Yellow  Creek,  oppofite 

Baker's 
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Baker's  bottom  ;  that  Daniel  Great-houfe  had  de- 
termined to   kill    them;    had    made   the  fecret 
known    to   the    deponent's    companion,    King  ; 
that  the  deponent  was  earneftly  folicited  to  be  of 
the  party,  and,  as  an  inducement,  was    told  that 
they  would  get  a  great  deal  of  plunder  ;  and  fur- 
ther, that   the  Indians  would  be  made    drunk  by 
Baker,  and  that  little  danger  would  follow  the  ex- 
pedition.    The  deponent  refufed  to    have   any 
hand  in  killing  unoffending  people.    His  compa- 
nion, King,  went  with  Great-houfe,  with  divers 
others,  fome  of  whom  had    been   collected  at  a 
confiderable  diftance  under  an   idea  that   Jofliua 
Baker's  family  was  in  danger  from  the  Indians, 
as  war  had  been  commenced  between  Crefap  and 
them  already  ;  that  Edward  King,  as  well  as  others 
of  the  party,  did  not  conceal  from  the  deponent 
the  moft    minute   circumftances  of  this  affair  ; 
they  informed  him  that  Great-houfe,  concealing 
his  people,  went  over  to  the  Indian  encampments 
and  counted  their  number,  and  found    that  they 
were  too  large  a  party  to  attack  with  his  ftrength  ; 
that  he  then  requeued  Jofliua  Baker,  when   any 
of  them  came  to  his  houfe,  (which  they  had  been 
in  the  habit  of)  to'give  them  what  rum  they  could 
drink,  and  to  le:  him  know  when  they  were  in  a 
proper  train,  and  that  he  would  then  fail  on  chem  ; 
that  accordingly  they  found  feveral  men  and  wo- 
F  men 
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men  at  Baker's  houfe;   that  one  of  thefe  women 
had  cautioned  Great-houfe,  when  over  in  the  In- 
dian camp,  that  he  had   better  return    home,  as 
the  Indian  men  were  drinking,  and   that  having 
heard  of  Crefap's  attack  on  their  relations  down 
the  river,   they  were  angry,    and,  in    a    friendly 
manner,   told    him  to    go    home.     Great-houfe> 
with  his  party,  fell  on  them,  and  killed  all  except 
a  little  girl,   which  the  deponent  faw  with  the 
party  after  the  daughter  :  that  the  Indians  in  the 
4  camp  hearing  the  firing,    manned  two  canoes, 
fuppofmg  their  friends  at  Baker's  to  be  attacked, 
as  was  fuppofed  :    the  party  under  Great-houfe 
prevented  their  landing  by  a  well   direded  fire, 
which  did  execution  in  the  canoes  :   that  Edward 
King  (hewed  the  deponent  one  of   the    fcalps. — 
The  deponent  further  faith,  that  the   fettlements 
near  the  river  broke  up,  and  he  the  deponent  im- 
mediately repaired  to  CatfiuYs  camp,  and   lived 
fome  time  with  mr.  William   Hufton :   that   not 
long  after  his  arrival,  Crefap,  with  his  party,  re- 
turning from  the  Ohio,  came  to  Mr.  Hufton's  and 
tarried  fome  time  :  that  in  various  conventions 
with   the  party,  and  in   particular  with  a  Mr. 
*2  Smith,  who  had  one  arm  only,  he  was    told    that 
the  Indians  were  acknowledged  and  known  to  be 
Logan's  friends  which  they  had  killed,  and  that 

he 
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he  heard  the  party  fay,  that  Logan  would  proba- 
bly avenge  their  deaths. 

They  acknowledged  that  the  Indians  pafied 
Crefap's  encampment  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
in  a  peaceable  manner,  and  encamped  below 
him  ;  that  they  went  down  and  fired  on  the  In- 
dians, and  killed  feveral  ;  that  the  furvivors  flew 
to  their  arms  and  fired  on  Crefap,  and  wounded 
one  man,  whom  the   deponent  faw  carried  on  a 

2  litter  by  the   party  ;  that  the  Indians  killed  by 

3  Crefap  were  not  only  Logan's  relations,  but  of 
the  women  killed  at  Baker's,  one  was  faid  and  ge- 
nerally believed  to  be  Logan's  filler..  The  depo- 
nent further  faith,  that  on  the  relation  of  the  at- 
tack by  Crefap  on  the  unoffending  Indians,  he 
exclaimed  in  their  hearing,  that  it  was  an  atroci- 
ous murder  :  on  which  Mr.  Smith  threatened 
the  deponent  with  the  tomahawk  ;  fo  that  he  was 
obliged  to  be  cautious,  fearing  an  injury,  as  the 
party  appeared  to  have  loft,  in  a  great  degree, 
fentiments  of  humanity  as  well  as  the  effecls  or* 
civilization.  Sworn  and  fubfcribed  at  Walhing- 
ton,  the  2oth  day  of  April,  anno  Domini  1798. 

JAMES  CHAMBERS. 
Before  Samuel  Shannon. 

Washington  County,  fc. 

e  I,  David  Reddick,  prothonotary  of  the 

court  of  common  pleas,  for   the  county 

D  %  o£ 
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of  Wafhington,  in  the  flate  of  Pennfylvania,  do 

certify,  that  Samuel  Shannon,  efq.   before  whom 

the  within    affidavit   was  made,  was,  at  the  time 

thereof,  and  ftiil  is,  a  juftice   of  the  peace  in  and 

for   the   county    of    Wafhington   aforefaid ;    and 

that  full  credit  is  due   to    all    his   judicial   acls   as 

fuch  as  well  in  courts  of  juftice  as    thereout. 

In  teftimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  fet  my 

hand   and    affixed  the  feal  of  my    office  at 

Wafhington,  the   26th   day  of  April,  anno 

Dom.  1798. 

DAVID  REDDICK. 


The  Certificate  of  Charles  Polke,  of  Shelby  county,  in  Ken- 
tucky,communicated  by  the  hon.  Judge  Trims,  of  Kentucky,  who 
in  the  Utter  iridqfmg  it,  together  with  NewlancTs  certificate, 
and  his  own  declaration  of  the  information  given  him  by  Baker, 
fays,  "lam  well  acquainted  with  Jacob  Newland,  he  is  a 
man  of  integrity .  Charles  Polks  and  Jofiiua  Baker  both  J up- 
port  rejpettable  characters. " 

About  the  latter  end  of  April  or  beginning 
of  May  1774,  I  lived  on  the  waters  of  Crofs  creek, 
about  16  miles  from  Joffiua  Baker,  who  lived  on 
the  Ohio,  oppofite  the  mouth  of  Yellow  creek.  A 
3  number  of  perfons  collected  at  my  houfe,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  fa  id  Baker's  and  murdered  feveral 
Indians,  among  whom  was  a  woman  faid  to  be  the 
filler  of  the  Indian  chief,  Logan.  The  principal 
leader  of  the  party  was  Daniel  Great-houfe.     To, 

the 
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the  beft  of  my  recollection  the  caufe  which  gave 
rife  to  the  murder  was,  a  general  idea  that  the  In- 
dians were  meditating  an  attack  on  the  frontiers. 
Capt.  Michael  Crefop  was  not  of  the  party  ;  but  I 
recoiled  that  fome  time  before  the  perpetration  of 
the  above  fad  it  was  currently  reported  that  capt. 
2  Crefap  had  murdered  fome  Indians  on  the  Ohio, 
one  or  two,  fome  diftance  below  Wheeling. 

Certified  by  me,  an  inhabitant  of  Shelby  county 
and  ftate  of  Kentucky,  this  15th  day  of  November, 

CHARLES  POLKE. 


Tbe  declaration  of  the  ton.  Judge  Innes,  of  Frankfort y 
in  Kentucky. 

On  the  14th  of  November,  1799,  I  accidentally 
met  upon  the  road  Jofhua  Baker,  the  perfon  re- 
ferred to  in  the   certificate  figned  by  Polke,  who 

3  informed  me  that  the  murder  of  the  Indians  in 
1774,  oppofite  the  mouth  of  Yellow  creek,  was 
perpetrated  at  his  houfe  by  32  men,  led  on  by  Da- 
niel Great-houfe;  that  12  were  killed  and  6  or  8 
wounded  ;  among  the  flain  was  a  fitter  and  other 
relations  of  the  Indian  chief  Logan.  Baker  fays 
captain  Michael  Crefap  was  not  of  the  party  ;  that 
fome  days  preceding  the  murder  at  his  houfe  two 

I  Indians  left  him  and  were  on  their  way  home  ;  that 
they  fell  in  with  capt.  Crefap  and  a  party  of  land 
improvers  on  the  Ohio,  and  were  murdered,  if 

not 
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not  by  Crefap  himfelf,  with  his  approbation  ,-  he 
being  the  leader  of  the  party,  and  that  he  had  this 
information  from  Crefap. 

HARRY  INNES. 


The  declaration  of  Willi  amRobinsonv 
William  Robinfon,  of  Cjarkfburg,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Harrifon,  and  ftate  of  Virginia,  fubfcriber  to 
thefe  prefents,  declares  that  he  was,  in  the  year 
1774,  a  relident  on  the  wed  fork  of  Mcnongaheh 
river,  in  the  county  then  called  Welt  Auguih, 
and  being  in  his  field  on  the  12th  of  July,  with  two 
other  men,  they  were  furprifed  by  a  party  of  eight 
Indians,  who  (hot  down  one  of  the  others  and 
made  himfelf  and  the  remaining  one  prisoners  ; 
this  fubfcriber's  wife  and  four  children  having 
been  previoufly  conveyed  by  him  for  fafety  to  a 
fort  about  24  miles  off  ;  that  the  principal  Indian 
of  the  party  which  took  them  was  captain  Logan  ; 
that  Logan  fpoke  Englifh  well,  and  very  foon  ma- 
nifeited  a  friendly  difpofition  to  this  fubfcriber, 
and  told  him  to  be  of  good  heart,  that  he  would  not 
be  killed,  but  muft  go  with  him  to  his  town,  where 
he  would  probably  be  adopted  in  fome  of  their  fa^ 
milies;  but  above  all  things  that  he  mull  not  at- 
tempt to  run  away  ;  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  jour- 
ney to  the  Indian  town  he  generally  endeavoured 
to  keep  clofe  to  Logan,  who  had  a  great  deal  of 
conversation  with  him,  always  encouraging  him  to 

be 
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be  chearful  and  without  fear  ;  for  that  he  would 
not  be  killed,  but  fhould  become  one  of  them  ; 
and  conftantly  impreffing  on  him  not  to  attempt  to 
run  away  ;  that  in  thefe  converfations  he  always 
charged  capt.  Michael  Crefap  with  the  murder  of 
his  family  :  that  on  his  arrival  in  the  town,  which 
was  on  the  i8lh  of  July,  he  was  tied  to  a  flake,  and 
a  great  debate  arofe  whether  he  fhould  not  be 
burnt ;  Logan  infilling  on  having  him  adopted, 
while  others  contended  to  burn  him  :  that  at  length 
Logan  prevailed,  tied  a  belt  of  wampum  round 
him  as  the  mark  of  adoption,  loofed  him  from  the 
poft  and  carried  him  to  the  cabin  of  an  old  fquaw, 
where  Logan  pointed  out  a  perfon  who  he  faid  was 
this  fubfcriber's  coufin  ;  and  he  afterwards  under- 
itood  that  the  old  woman  was  his  aunt,  and  two 
others  his  brothers,  and  that  he  now  flood  in  the 
place  of  a  warrior  of  the  family  who  had  been 
killed  at  Yellow  creek  ;  that  about  three  days  af- 
ter this  Logan  brought  him  a  piece  of  paper,  and 
told  him  he  muft  write  a  letter  for  him,  which  he 
meant  to  carry  and  leave  in  fome  houfe  where  he 
fhould  kill  fomebody  :  that  he  made  ink  with  gun- 
powder, and  the  fubfcriber  proceeded  to  write 
the  letter  by  his  direction,  addreffing  captain  Mi- 
chael Crefap  in  it,  and  that  the  purport  of  it  was, 
to  afk  "  why  he  had  killed  his  people  ?  That  fome 

time  before  they  had   killed   his  people   at  fome 

place 
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place  (the  name  of  which  the  fubfcriber  forgets) 
which  he  had  forgiven  ;  but  fince  that  he  had  kill- 
ed his  people  again  at  Yeilow  creek,  and  taken  his 
coufin,  a  little  girl,  prifoner  ;  that  therefore  he 
muft  war  againft  the  whites ;  but  that  he  would  ex- 
change the  fubfcriber  for  his  coufin."  And  lign- 
cd  it  with  Logan's  name,  which  letter  Logan  took 
and  fet  out  again  to  war  ;  md  the  contents  of 
this  letter,  as  recited  by  the  fubfcriber,  calling 
to  mind,  that  flated  by  Judge  Innes  to  have 
been  left,  tied  to  a  war  club,  in  a  houfe, 
where  a  family  was  murdered,  and  that  being 
Tead  to  the  fubfcriber,  he  recogniies  it,  and 
declares  he  verily  believes  it  to  have  been  the 
identical  letter  which  he  wrote,  and  fuppofes  he 
was  miftaken  in  dating  as  he  has  done  before  from 
memory,  that  the  offer  of  the  exchange  was  pro- 
pofed  in  the  letter;  that  it  is  probable  it  was  only 
prom i  fed  him  by  Logan,  but  not  put  in  the  letter  ; 
that  while  he  was  with  the  old  woman,  (he  reneat- 
edly  endeavored  to  make  him  fenfible  that  {he  had 
3  been  of  the  party  at  Yellow  Creek,  and,  by  figns, 
fhewed  how  they  decoyed  her  friends  over  the  ri- 
ver to  drink,  and  when  they  were  reeling  and  tum- 
bling about,  tomahawked  them  all,  and  that  when- 
ever (he  entered  on  this  fubjec~t  (he  was  thrown 
into  the  moft  violent  agitations,  and  that  he  after- 
wards unuerllocd  that,  amongft  the  Indians  killed 

at 
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at  Yellow  Creek,    was  a  fitter   of  Logan,    very  big 
with  child,  whom  they  ripped  open,  and  (tuck  on 
a  pole  :  that  he  continued  with   the   Indians  till 
the  month   of  November,    when  he  was  releafed 
in  confequence  of  the  peace  made  by  them    with 
Lord  Dunmore  :    that,    while  he  remained  with 
them,  the  Indians  in  general  were  very   kind  to 
him  ;      and  efpecially  thofe  who  were  his  adopted 
relations  ;  but  above  all,  the  old  woman  and  fami- 
ly in  which  he  lived,   who  ferved  him  with  every 
thing  in  their  power,  and  never  aflced,    or  even 
fuffered  him  to  do  any  labour,    feeming  in  truth 
to  confider  and  refpedt  him-,    as  the    friend    they 
had  loft.   All  which  feveral  matters  and  things,  fo 
far  as  they  are  ftated  to  be  of  his  own  knowledge, 
this  fubfcriber  folemnly  declares  to  be   true,  and 
fofaras  they  are  ftated  on  information  from  others, 
he  believes  them  to  be  true.     Given  and  declared 
under  his  hand  at  Philadelphia,   this  28th   day   of 
February,  1800. 

WILLIAM  ROBINSON. 


The  depofition  of  Col.  William  M'Kte,  of  Lincoln  County,  Ke;v 
lucky,  communicated  by  the  hon.  John  Brown,  one  of  the  Sena- 
tors in  Congrefs  frtm  Kentucky, 

Colonel  William  M'Kee  of  Lincoln  County 
declareth,  that  in  autumn  1774,  he  commanded 
as  a  captain  in  the  Bottetourt  Regiment  under  col. 
Andrew-  Lewis,   afterwards     Gen.     Lewis  ;    and 

E  fought 
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fought  in  the  battle  at  the  mouth  of  Kanhawa,  on 
the  loth  of  October  in  that  year.  That  after  the 
battle,  col.  Lewis  marched  the  militia  acrofs  the 
Ohio,  and  proceeded  towards  the  Shawnee  Towns 
on  Sciota  ;  but  before  they  reached  the  Towns, 
Lord  Dunmore,  who  was  commander  in  chief  of 
the  army,  and  had,  with  a  large  part  thereof, 
been  up  the  Ohio  about  Hockhockin,  when  the 
battle  was  fought,  overtook  the  militia,  and  in- 
formed them  of  his  having  fince  the  battle  conclu- 
ded a  Treaty  with  the  Indians  ;  upon  which  the 
whole  army  returned. 

And  the  faid  William  declareth  that,  on  the  e- 
vening  of  that  day  on  which  the  junction  of  the 
troops  took  place,  he  was  in  company  with  Lord 
Dunmore  and  feveral  of  his  officers,  and  alfo  con- 
verfed  with  feveral  who  had  been  with  Lord  Dun- 
more at  the  Treaty;  faid  William,  on  that  evening, 
heard  repeated  converfations  concerning  an  extra- 
ordinary fpeech  made  at  the  Treaty,  or  fent  there  by 
a  chieftain  of  the  Indians  named  Logan,  and  heard 
feveral  attemps  at  a  rehearfal  of  it.  The  fpeech 
as  rehearfed  excited  the  particular  attention  of  faid 
WTilliam,  and  the  mod  ftriking  members  of  it 
were  imprevTed  on  his  memory. 

And  he  declares  that  when  Thomas  JefFerfon's 
notes  on  Virginia  were  publiflitd,  and  he  came  to 

perufe 
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perufe  the  fame,   he  was  {truck  with  the  fpeech  of 
Logan  as  there  fet  forth,  as  being  fubftantially  the 
fame,   and  accordant  with  the  Speech  he  heard  re- 
hearfed  in  the  camp  as  aforefaid. 
Signed, 

WILLIAM  M'KEE. 


Danville,  December   1 8th,  1799. 

We  certify  that  Col.  William  fl/TKee  this  day  figned  the  original 
certificate ,  of '  w  hie  fit  he  foregoing  is  a  true  copy,  in  our  pre- 
fence. 

JAMES  SPEED,  Jun. 
J.  H.  DEWEES. 


7 he  Certificate  of  the  Honorable  STEVENS  THOMPSON  MA~ 
SON,  one  of  the  Senators  in  Congrefs  from  the  State  of 
Virginia, 

"  LOGAN'S  fpeech,  delivered  at  the  Treaty,  after  the  Bat- 
tie  in  which  Col.  LEWIS  was  killed  in  1774." 

[Here  follows  a  copy  of  the  fpeech  agreeing 
verbatim  with  that  printed  in  Dixon  and  Hun- 
ter's Virginia  Gazette  of  February  4,  1775,  un- 
der the  Williamsburg  head.  At  the  foot  is  this 
certificate.] 

"  The  foregoing  is  a  copy  taken  by  me,  when 
a  boy,   at  fchool,  in  the  year  1775,  or  at  farthefr 
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jn  177^,  and  lately  found  in  an  old  pocket-book, 
containing  papers  and  manufcripts  of  that  pe- 
riod.] 

STEVENS  THOMPSON  MASON. 
January  2oth,    1798. 

A  copy  of  LOG  AN'S  fpeech  given  by  the  late  General  MERCER,, 
who  fell  in  the  battle  of  Trenton,  January  \yj6,to  lewis 
willis,  EJ quire,  of  Frederickfburg,  in  Virginia,  upwards  of 
20  years  ago,  (from  the  date  of  February  ijyZ,)  communica 
ted  through  MANN  PAGE,  Ef quire. 

"  The  SPEECH  of  LOGAN,  a  Shawanefe 
chief,  to  Lord  Dunmore." 

[Here  follows  a  copy  of  the  fpeech,  agreeing 
verbatim  with  that  in  the  Notes  on  Virginia.] 

A  Copy  of  LOGAN'S  SPEECH  from  the  Notes 
on  Virginia  having  been  fern  to  captain  ANDREW 
RODGERS  of  Kentucky,  he  fubjoined  the  follow- 
lowing  certificate. 

In  the  year  1774  I  was  out  with  the  Virginia 
Volunteers,  and  was  in  the  battle  at  the  mouth  of 
Canhawee,  and  afterwards  proceeded  over  the 
Ohio  to  the  Indian  Towns.  I  did  not  hear  Logan 
make  the  above  fpeech  ;  but,  from  the  unanimous 
accounts  of  thofe  in  camp,  I  have  reafon  to  think 
that  faid  fpeech  was  delivered  to  Dunmore.  I  re- 
member to  have  heard  the  very  things  contained 
in  the  above  fpeech,  related  by  fome  of  our  people 
in  camp  at  that  time. 

ANDREW  RODGERS. 

TV 
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The  declaration  of  Mr.  John  He c k ewe lder,  for  fever&l 
years  a  tniffionary  from  the  focicty  of  Moravians ,  a?nong  the 
iv  eft  em  Indians. 

In  the  fpving  of  the  year  1774,  at  a  time  when 
the  interior  part  of  the  Indian  country  all  feemed 
peace  and  tranquil,  the  Villagers  on  the  Muf- 
kingum  were  fuddenly  alarmed  by  two  Runners 
(Indians,)  who  reported  u  that  the  Big  Knife, 
(Virginians)  had  attacked  the  Mingoe  fettlement, 
on  the  Ohio,  and  butchered  even  the  women  with 
their  children  in  their  arms,  and  that  Logan's 
family  were  among  the  flam*.  A  day  or  two  after 
this,  feveral  Mingoes  made  their  appearance ; 
among  whom  were  one  or  two  wounded,  who 
had  in  this  manner  erTecled  their  efc3pe« 
Exafperated  to  a  high  degree,  after  relating  the  par- 
ticulars of  this  tran faction,  (which  for  humanity's 
fake  I  forbear  to  mention,)  after  reding  fome  time 
on  the  treachery  of  the  Big  Knives,  of  their  bar- 
barity to  thofe  who  are  their  friends,  they  gave 
a  figurative  defcription  of  the  perpetrators  ;  na- 
med Crefap  as  having  been  at  the  head  of  this 
murderous  act.  They  made  mention  of  nine  be- 
ing killed,  and  two  wounded;  and  were  prone  to 
take  revenge  on  any  perfon  of  a  white  colour ;  for 
which  reafon  the  miffionaries  had  to  (hut  them- 

felves  up  during  their  ftay.   From  this  time  terror 
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daily  increafed.  The  exafperated  friends  and  re- 
lations of  thefe  murdered  women  and  children,, 
with  the  nations  to  whom  they  belonged,  palled 
and  repaired  through  the  villages  of  the  quiet  De- 
laware towns,  in  fearch  of  white  people,  making 
ufe  of  the  moil  abufive  language  to  thefe  (the  De- 
lawares,)  fince  they  would  not  join  in  taking  re- 
venge. Traders  had  either  to  hide  themfelves,  or 
try  to  get  out  of  ihe  country  the  belt  way  they 
could.  And  even,  at  this  time,  they  yet  found 
fuch  true  friends  among  the  Indians,  who,  at  the 
rifk  of  their  own  lives,  conducted  them,  with  the 
belt  part  of  their  property,  to  Pittfburg;  although, 
(mameful  to  relate!)  thefe  benefactors  were,  on 
their  return  from  this  million,  waylaid,  and  fired 
upon  by  whites,  while  crofling  Big  Beaver  in  a 
canoe,  and  had  one  man,  a  Shawanefe,  named 
Silverheels,  (  a  man  of  note  in  his  nation)  wound- 
ed in  the  body.  This  exafperated  the  Shawanefe 
fo  much,  that  they,  or  at  leaft  a  great  part  of 
them,  immediately  took  an  a&ive  part  in  the  caufe; 
and  the  Mingoes,  (neareft  connected  with  the 
former,)  became  unbounded  in  their  rage.  A 
Mr.  Jones,  fon  to  a  refpecflable  family  of  this 
neighbourhood  (Bethlehem,)  who  was  then  on  his 
paflage  up   Mufkinghum,  with   two   other  men, 
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was  fortunately  efpied  by  a  friendly  Indian  wo- 
man, at  the  falls  of  Mufkinghum ;  who  through  mo- 
tives of  humanity  alone,  informed  Jones  of  the 
nature  of  the  times,  and  that  he  was  running 
right  in  the  hands  of  the  enraged  ;  and  put  him  on 
the  way,  where  he  might  perhaps  efcape  the  ven- 
geance of  the  (trolling  parties.  One  of  Jones's 
men,  fatigued  by  travelling  in  the  woods,  decla- 
red he  would  rather  die  than  remain  longer  in 
this  fituation  ;  and  hitting  accidentally  on  a  path, 
he  determined  to  follow  the  fame.  A  few  hun- 
dred yards  decided  bis  fate.  He  was  met  by  a 
party  of  about  fifteen  Mingoes,  (and  as  it  happen- 
ed, almoft  within  fight  of  White  Eyes  Town,) 
murdered,  and  cut  to  pieces;  and  his  limbs  and 
nefh  Ruck  up  on  the  bufhes.  White  Eyes,  on 
hearing  the  Scalp  Halloo,  ran  immediately  out 
with  his  men,  to  fee  what  the  matter  was  ;  and 
finding  the  mangled  body  in  this  condition,  gather- 
ed the  whole  and  buried  it.  But  next  day,  when 
fome  of  the  above  party  found  on  their  return 
the  body  interred,  they  inftantly  tore  up  the 
ground,  and  endeavored  to  deftroy,  or  fcatter  a- 
bout,  the  parts  at  a  greater  diftance.  White 
Eyes,  with  the  Delawares,  watching  their  moti- 
ons, gathered  and  interred  the  fame  a  fecond  time. 
The  war  party  finding  this  out,  ran  furioufly  into 

the 
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the  Delaware  Village,  exclaiming  againft  the  con- 
duel  of  thefe  people,  fetting  forth  the  cruelty  of 
Crefap  towards  women  and  children,  and  decla- 
ring at  the  fame  time,  that  they  would,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  cruelty,  ferve  every  white  man 
they  lliould  meet  with  in  the  fame  manner.  Times 
grew  worfe  and  worfe,  war  parties  went  out  and 
took  fcalps  and  prifoners,  and  the  latter,  in  hopes 
it  might  be  of  fervice  in  faving  their  lives,  exclaim- 
ed againft  the  barbarous  ad  which  gave  rife 
to  thefe  troubles  and  againft  the  perpetrators. 
The  name  of  Greathoufe  was  mentioned  as  ha- 
ving been  accomplice  to  Crefap.  So  detes- 
table became  the  latter  name  among  the  In- 
dians, that  I  have  frequently  heard  them  ap- 
ply it  to  the  word:  of  things  ;  alfo  in  quieting  or 
Hilling  their  children,  I  have  heard  them  fay, 
Hu(h  !  Crefap  will  fetch  you  ;  whereas  otherwife, 
they  name  the  Owl.  The  warriors  having  after- 
wards bent  their  courfemore  toward  the  Ohio, 
and  down  the  fame,  peace  feemed  with  us  already 
on  the  return ;  and  this  became  the  cafe  foon  after 
the  decided  battle  fought  on  the  Kanhaway.  Tra- 
ders, returning  now  into  the  Indian  country  again, 
related  the  flory  of  the  above  mentioned  maflacre, 
after  the  fame  manner,  and  with  the  fame  words,  we 
have  heard  it  related  hitherto.  So  the  report  re- 
mained, and  was  believed,    by  all  who  refided  in 

the 
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the  Indian  country.  So  it  was  reprefented  num- 
bers of  times,  in  the  peaceable  Delaware  Towns* 
by  the  Enemy.  So  the  Chriftian  Indians  were 
continually  told  they  would  one  day  be  ferved. 
With  this  impreflion,  a  petty  Chief  hurried  all  the 
way  from  Wabadi  in  1779  to  take  his  rela- 
tions (who  were  living  with  the  peaceable  De- 
lawares  near  Cofhachking),  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  Big  Knives,  in  whofe  friendfhip  he  never 
more  would  place  any  confidence.  And  when 
this  man  found  that  his  numerous  relations,  would 
not  break  friendfhip  with  the  Americans,  nor  be 
removed,  he  took  two  of  his  lelations  (women)  off 
by  force,  faying  "  The  whole  crop  fhould  not 
be  deftroyed  ;  I  will  have  feed  out  of  it  for  a  new 
crop"  :  alluding  to,  and  repeatingly  reminding 
thefe  of  the  family  of  Logan,  who,  he  faid,  had 
been  real  friends  to  the  whites,  and  yet  were 
cruelly  murdered  by  them. 

In  Detroit,  where  I  arrived  the  fame  fpring,  the 
report  refpecling  the  murder  of  the  Indians  on  O- 
hio  (amongft  whom  was  Logan's  family)  was  the 
fame  as  related  above  ;  and  on  my  return  to  the 
United  States  in  the  fall  of  1786,  and  from  that 
time,  whenever  and  wherever  in  my  prefence,  this 
fubjecl  was  the  topic  of  converfation,  I  found  the 
report  ftill  the  fame  ;  viz.  that  a  perfon,  bear- 
ing the  name  ofCrefap,was  the  author,  or  perpe- 
trator of  this  deed. 

F  Logan 
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Logan  was  the  fecond  Ton  of  Shikellemus,  a  ce-^ 
lebrated  chief  of  the  Cayuga  nation.      This  chief, 
on  account  of  his  attachment  to  the  Englifh  go- 
vernment, was  of  great  fervice  to  the  country,  hav- 
ing the  confidence  of  all  the  Six  Nations,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  Englifh,  he  was  very  ufeful  in  fettling 
difputes,  &c.  &c.    Fie  was  highly  efteemed  by  Con- 
rad WeifTer,  Efq.  (an  officer  for  government  in  the 
Indian  department,)  with  whom  he  acted  conjunct- 
ly, and  was  faithful  unto  his  death.     His  refidence 
was  at  Shamokin,  where  he  took  great  delight  in 
acls  of  hofpitality  to  fuch  of  the  white  people  whofe 
bufinefs  led  them  that  way.*     His  name  and  fame 
were  fo  high  on  record,  that  count  Zinzendorf,  when 
in  this  country  in  1742,  became  defirous  of  feeing 
him,  and  actually  vifited  him  at  his  houfe  in  Sha- 
mokin.^    About  the  year  1772,  Logan  was  intro- 
duced to  me,   by  an  Indian  friend;    as  fon  to  the 
late  reputable  chief  Shikellemus,  and  as  a  friend  to 
the  white  people.     In  the  courfe  of  converfation, 
I  thought  him  a  man  of  fuperior  talents,  than  In- 
dians generally  were.     The   fubjedt  turning  on 
vice  and  immorality,  he  confeffed  his  too  great  {hare 
of  this,  efpecially  his  fondnefs  for  liquor.      He  ex- 
claimed againft  the  white  people,  for  impoling  li- 
quors 

*  The  preceding  account  of  Shikellemus,  (Logan's  father)  is  copied 
from  manulcripts  of  the  Rev.  C.  Pyrlceus,  written  between  the  j  ear* 
1741,  and  1748. 

f  Sec  G.  H.  Hofkiel'*  hiftory  of  the  Million  ©f  the  United  Brethren. 
&c.  Part  II.  Chap.  II,  Page  31. 
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quors  upon  the  Indians ;  he  othervvife  admired  their 
ingenuity  ;  fpoke  of  gentlemen,  but  obferved  the 
Indians  unfortunately  had  but  fe^JV  of  thefe  as  their 
neighbours,  fee.  He  fpoke  of  his  friendfhip  to  the 
white  people,  wiftied  always  to  be  a  neighbour  to 
thern,  intended  to  fettle  on  the  Ohio,  below  Big 
Beaver  ;  was  (to  the  bell:  of  my  recollection)  then 
encamped  at  the  mouth  of  this  river,  (Beaver,)  ur- 
ged me  to  pay  him  a  vifit,  &c.  Note.  I  was  then 
living  at  the  Moravian  Town  on  this  River,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Cufkufkee.  In  April  1773, 
while  on  my  paftage  down  the  Ohio  fox  Mufking- 
bum,  I  called  at  Logan's  feitlement;  where  I  re- 
ceived every  civility  I  could  expect  from  fuck  of 
the  family  as  were  at  home. 

Indian  reports  concerning  Logan,  after  the  death 
of  his  family,  ran  to  this ;  that  he  exerted  himfelf 
during  the  Shawnee  war,  (then  fo  called)  to  take 
all  the  revenge  he  could,  declaring  he  had  loft  all 
confidence  in  the  white  people.  At  the  time  of 
negotiation,  he  declared  his  reluctance  in  laying 
down  the  hatchet,  not  having  (in  his  opinion)  yet 
taken  ample  fatisfa&ion  ;  yet,  for  the  fake  of  the 
nation,  he  would  do  it.  His  expreffions,  from  time 
to  time,  denoted  a  deep  melancholy.  Life  (faid 
he)  had  become  a  torment  to  him  :  He  knew  no 
more  what  pleafure  was:  He  thought  it  had 
been  better  if  he  had  never  exifted,  &c.  &c.  Re- 
port further  Rates,  that  he  became  in  fome  mea- 
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fure  delirious,  declared  he  would  kill  himfelf,  went 
to  Detroit,  drank  very  freely,  and  did  not  ieem  to 
care  what  he  did,  and  what  became  of  himfelf.  In 
this  condition  he  left  Detroit,  and,  on  his  way  be- 
tween that  place  and  Miami,was  murdered.  In  Oc- 
tober 1781,  (while  as  prifoner  on  my  way  to  Detroit, ) 
I  was  fhown  the  fpot  where  this  (hall  have  happen- 
ed. Having  had  an  opportunity  fince  laft  June 
of  feeing  the  Rev.  David  Zeifberger,  fenior,  mif- 
fionary  to  the  Delaware  nation  of  Indians,  who  had 
refided  among  the  fame  on  Mufkingum,  at  the  time- 
when  the  murder  was  committed  on  the  family  of 
Logan,Iputthefollowingqueftionstobim.  l.  Who 
he  had  underfiood  it  was  that  had  committed  the 
murder  on  Logans  family?  And  fecondiy, whether 
he  had  any  knowledge  of  a  fpeech  fent  to  lord  Dun- 
more  by  Logan,  in  confequence  of  this  affair,  &c. 
To  which  Mr.  Zeifberger's  anfwer  was :  That  he 
had,  from  that  time  when  this  murder  was  comit- 
ted  to  the  prefent  day,  firmly  believed  the  common 
report  (which  he  had  never  heard  contradicted  )  via, 
that  one  Crefap  was  the  author  of  the  mafiacre;  or 
that  it  was  committed  by  his  orders  :  and  that  he 
had  known  L^gan  as  a  boy,  had  frequently  feen  him 
from  that  time,  and  doubted  not  in  the  lead,  that 
Logan  had  fentfuch  a  fpeech  to  Lord  Dunmore  on 
thisoccafion,  as  he  underllood  from  me  had  been 
publifhed;  that  exprelfionsofthat  kind  from  Indians 
were  familiar  to  him  ;   that  Logan  in  particular, 

was 
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was  a  man  of  quick  comprehenfion,  good  judg- 
ment and  talents.  Mr.  Zeiiberger  has  been  a  mif- 
fionary  upwards  of  fifty  years  ;  his  age  is  about 
eighty  ;  fpeaks  both  the  language  of  the  Ononda- 
goes  and  the  Delawares  ;  refides  at  prefent  on  the 
Mufkingum,  with  his  Indian  congregation  ;  and  is 
beloved  and  refpected  by  all  who  are  acquainted 

with  him. 

JOHN  HECKEWELDER. 

From  this  teflimotiy  the  following  hifl or leal flat anient  refill  ts  : 

In  April  or  May  1774,  a  number  of  people  be- 
ing engaged  in  looking  out  for  fettlements  on  the 
Ohio,  information  was  fpread  among  them,  that 
the  Indians  had  robbed  fome  of  the  land-jobbers, 
as  thofe  adventurers  were  called.  Alarmed  for 
their  fafety,  they  collected  together  at  Wheeling-  lfih<!*tZ> 
creek.  Hearing  there  that  there  were  two  Indians  crtfe"  by 
and  fome  traders  a  little  above  Wheeling,  Captain 
Michael  Crefap,  one  of  the  party,  propofedto  way- 
lay and  kill  them.  The  proportion,  though  op- 
pofed,  was  adopted.  A  party  went  up  the  river, 
with  Crefep  at  their  head,  and  killed  the  two  In- 
dians. 

The    fame   afternoon    it    was    reported    that     . 

*  id  murder 

there  was  a  party  of  Indians  on  the  Ohio,  a   little  on  Grave 
below  Wheeling.     Crefap  and  his  party  immedi- 
ately proceeded  down  the  river,  and  encamped  on 
the  bank.     The  Indians  pafifed  him  peaceably, and 

encamped 
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encamped  at  the  mouth  of  Grave  creek,  a  little  be- 
low. Crefap  and  his  party  attacked  them,  and 
killed  feveral.  The  Indians  returned  the  fire,  and 
wounded  one  cf  Crefap's  party.  Among  the  (lain 
of  the  Indians  were  fame  of  Logan's  family.  Co- 
lonel  Zane  indeed  expreiTes  a  doubt  of  it ;  but  it  is 
affirmed  by  HulTon  and  Chambers.  Smith,  one 
or  the  murderers,  faid  they  were  known  and  ac- 
knowledged to  be  Logan's  friends,  and  the  party 
themfelves  generally  faid  to;  boafled  of  it  in  pre- 
fence  of  Crefap  ;  pretended  no  provocation  ;  an4 
exprefled  their  expectations  that  Logan  would  pro- 
bably avenge  their  deaths, 

Mafia  ere  at         T>"'     r   .  ,  .         _       .   .     _  r 

Baker's  ruriintig  thele    examples,  Daniel   Great-houfe 

^fite^Yd-  anc*  one  Tomlinfon,  who  lived  on  the  oppofite  fide 
low  Creek,  cf  t|ie  riVer  from  the  Indians,  and   were  in  habits 

by  Great-  .  : 

bouie.  of  frienddiip  with  them,  collected  at  the  houfe  of 
Polke  on  Crofs  creek,  about  1 6  miles  from  Baker's 
Bottom  a  party  of  32  men.  Their  objed  was  to  at- 
tack a  hunting  encampment  of  Indians,  confiding 
of  men,  women  and  children,  at  the  mouth  of 
Yellow  creek,  fome  difiance  above  Wheeling.— 
They  proceeded,  and  when  arrived  near  Baker's 
Bottom,  they  concealed  themfelves,  and  Great- 
houfe  eroded  the  river  to  the  Indian  camp.  Being 
among  them  as  a  friend  he  counted  them,  and 
found  them  too  (Irong  for  an  open  attack  with  his 
force.  W.iil e  h  ere,  he  was  cautioned  by  one  of 
the  women  not  to  (lay,  for  that  the  Indian  men 
were  drinking,  and  having  heard  of  Crefap's  mur- 
der 
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derof  tbtir  relations  at  Grave  creek,  were  angry, 
and  {he  preffed  him,  in  a  friendly  manner,  to  go 
home  ;  whereupon,  after  inviting  them  to  come 
over  and  drink,  he  returned  to  Baker's,  which  was 
a  tavern,  anddefired  that  when  any  of  them  fhould 
come  to  his  Kbufe  he  would  give  them  as  much 
rum  as  they  would  drink.  When  his  plot  was  ripe 
and  a  fuflScient  number  of  them  were  collected  at 
Baker's,  and  intoxicated,  he  and  his  party  fell  on 
them  and  maffacred  the  whole,  except  a  little  girl, 
whom  they  preferved  as  a  prifoner.  Among  tbefe 
was  the  very  woman  who  had  faved  his  life,  by 
preffing  him  to  retire  from  the  drunken  wrath  of 
her  friends,  when  he  was  fpying  their  camp  at  Yel- 
low creek.  Either  {he  herfelf,  or  fome  other  of 
the  murdered  women,  was  the  filler  of  Logan,  very 
big  with  child,  and  inhumanly  and  indecently  but- 
chered ;  and  there  were  others  of  his  relations 
who  fell  here. 

The  party  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  alarm-  *h  ainnfci 
ed  for  their  friends  at  Baker's,  on  hearing  the  re-  hLfe!"*" 
port  of  the  guns,  manned  two  canoes  and  fent  them 
over.  They  were  received,  as  they  approached  the 
fliore,  by  a  well  directed  lire  from  Great- houfe's 
party,  which  killed  fome,  wounded  others,  and 
obliged  the  reft  to  put  back.  Baker  tells  us  there 
were  twelve  killed,  and  fix  or  eight  wounded. 

This   commenced  the    war,    of  which  Logan's 


war- 
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war-Club  and  note  left  in  the  houfe  of  a  murdered 
family,  was  the  notification.  In  the  courfe  of  it, 
during  the  enfuing  fummer,  great  numbers  of  in- 
nocent men,  women  and  children,  fell  victims  to 
the  tomahawk  and  fcalping  knife  of  the  Indians, 
till  it  was  arretted  in  the  autumn  following  by  the 
battle  at  Point-Pleafant  and  the  pacification  with 
Lord  Dunmore,  at  which  the  fpeech  of  Logan  was 
delivered. 

Of  the  genuinenefs  of  that  fpeech  no- 
thing need  be  faid.  It  was  known  to  the  camp 
where  it  was  delivered  ;  it  was  given  out  by  Lord 
Dunmore  and  his  officers;  it  ran  through  the  pub- 
lic papers  of  thefe  Itates ;  was  rehearfed  as  an  ex- 
ercife  at  fchools ;  published  in  the  papers  and  pe- 
riodical works  of  Europe  ;  and  all  this,  a  dozen 
years  before  it  was  copied  into  the  notes  on  Vir- 
ginia. In  fine,  gen.  Gibfon  concludes  the  quef- 
tion  forever,  by  declaring  that  he  received  it  from 
Logans  hand,  delivered  it  to  Lord  Dunmore,  tran- 
flated  it  for  him,  and  that  the  copy  in  the  notes  on 
Virginia  is  a  faithful  copy. 

The  popular  account  of  thefe  tranfaclions,  as 
itated  in  the  notes  on  Virginia,  appears,  on  collect- 
ing exact  information,  imperfect  and  erroneous  in 
its  details.  It  was  the  belief  of  the  day  ;  but  how 
far  its  errors  were  to  the  prejudice  of  Crefap,  the 
reader  will  now  judge.  That  he,  and  thole  under 
him,  murdered  two  Indians  above  Wheeling  ; 
that  they  murdered  a  larger  number  at  Grave- 
creek, 
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creek,  among  whom  were  a  part  of  the  family  and 
relations  of  Logan,  cannot  be  queftioned  ;  and  as 
little  that  this  led  to  the  maftbcre  of  the  reft  of  the 
family  at  Yellow  creek,  Logan  imputed  the  whole 
to  Crefap  in  his  war-note  and  peace-fpeech  :  the^ 
Indians  generally  imputed  it  to  Crefap  :  Lord  Dun-- 
more  and  his  officers  imputed  it  to  Crefap  :  the 
country,  with  one  accord,  imputed  it  to  him  :  and 
whether  he  were  innocent,  let  the  univerfa.l  verdict 
now  declare. 

I  propofe  that  in  any  future  edition  of  the  No  test 
on  Virginia,  the  paflTage  relating  to  this  fubject 
fhall  ftand  in  the  following  form  : 

4  In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1774,  a  robbery  wast 
committed  by  fome  Indians  on  certain  land- 
adventurers  on  the  river  Ohio.  The  whites  in  that 
quarter,  according  to  their  cuftom,  undertook  to 
punilh  this  outrage  in  a  fummary  way.  Captain 
Michael  Crefap,  and  a  certain  Daniel  Great-houfe, 
leading  on  thefe  parties,  furprized,  at  different 
times,  travelling  and  hunting  parties  of  the  In- 
dians, having  their  women  and  children  with, 
them,  and  murdered  many.  Among  thefe  were 
unfortunately  the  family  of  Logan,  a  chief  cele- 
brated in  peace  and  wa~,  and  long  diftinguifhed 
as  the  friend  of  the  whites.  This  unworthy  re- 
turn provoked   his  vengeance.      He  accordingly 

G  fignalized 
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fignalized  himfelf  in  the  war  which  enfued.  In 
the  autumn  c£  the  fame  year  a  deciiive  battle  was 
fought  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanhaway,  be- 
tween the  collected  forces  of  the  Shawanefe,  Min- 
goes  and  Delawares,  and  a  detachment  of  the  Vir- 
ginia militia.  The  Indians  were  defeated  and  fued 
for  peace.  Logan,  however,  difdained  to  be  feen 
among  the  fuppliants.  But  left  the  fincerityofa 
treaty  mould  be  diftrufted,  from  which  fo  diftin- 
guifhed  a  chief  abfented  himfelf,  he  fent,  by  a  mef- 
fenger,  the  following  fpeech,  to  be  delivered  to 
LordDunmore. 

"  I  appeal  to  any  white  man  to  fay,  if  ever  he 
entered  Logan's  cabin  hungry,  and  he  gave  him 
not  meat  :  if  ever  he  came  cold  and  naked,  and 
he  cloathed  him  not.  During  the  courfe  of  the 
laft  long  and  bloody  war  Logan  remained  idle  in  his 
cabin,  an  advocate  for  peace.  Such  was  my  love 
for  the  whites,  that  my  countrymen  pointed  as 
they  paffed,  and  faid,  '  Logan  is  the  friend  of 
white  men.'  I  had  even  thought  to  have  lived 
with  you,  but  for  the  injuries  of  one  man.  Colo- 
nel Crefap,  the  laft  fpring,  in  cold  blood,  and  un- 
provoked, murdered  all  the  relations  of  Logan, 
not  even  fparing  my  women  and  children.  There 
runs  not  a  drop  of  my  blood  in  the  veins  of  any- 
living  creature.     This  called  on  me  for  revenge. 

I  have 
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I  have  fought  it:  I  have  killed  many:  I  have 
fully  glutted  my  vengeance  :  for  ray  country  I  re- 
joice  at  the  beams  of  peace.  But  do  not  harbour  a 
thought  that  mine  is  the  joy  of  fear.  Logan  never 
felt  fear.  He  will  not  turn  on  his  heel  to  fave  his 
life.     Who  is  there  to  mourn  for  Logan  ?— -Not 
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